63rd City Council
Mayor Steven J. Gentling
Ward I – John Wood, Ed Wood Ward II – Jeff Taylor, Brian Bothroyd
Ward III – Gaylord Z. Thomas, Sharyl Padgett
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING WORKSHOP
Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 6:00p.m.
City Hall 3rd Floor Conference Room
101 N. 2nd Street, Guthrie, Oklahoma, 73044

1. Call to Order.
2. Discussion regarding the availability of the special use to determine whether to allow
a storage building in Central Business District.
3. Discussion of parking issues.
4. Adjournment.

Agenda posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of City Hall by 5:00 pm on Thursday, December 29, 2016. The City of Guthrie encourages
participation from all its citizens. If participation at any public meeting is not possible due to a disability, notification to the city clerk at least
48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting is encouraged to make the necessary accommodations. The city may waive the 48 hours rule if
signing is not the necessary accommodation.

To:

Council and Interim City Manager

From:

John R. Wood

Date:

December 12, 2016

RE:

Adjustment to Parking Safety Proposal

Based on feedback on my initial parking safety proposal, I recommend altering it from one that
prohibits a distance to instead limiting the type of vehicle, which obscures traffic line of sight.
The goal of this proposal is to improve safety while preserving the amount of downtown parking.
I request we place discussion and vote of the following change on the City of Guthrie agenda by
the end of January 2017:
Guthrie city ordinance“§ 20-300 Parking Prohibited in Certain Places
Current wording: “(7) Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or
traffic-control signal located at the side of a roadway, except in a parking space officially
marked;”
Proposed wording: “(7) Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or
traffic-control signal located at the side of a roadway, except in a parking space officially
marked; whereas, all passenger vans, trucks, SUVs or any vehicles of comparative or larger
size must park thirty feet upon approach as required by Oklahoma Statues, Title 47. Motor
Vehicles Chapter 11 - Rules of the Road Section 11-1003 - Stopping, Standing or Parking
Prohibited in Specified Places”i
Addition Background and Justification:
According to a June 2000 letter by Bret Jones, City manager at the time, parking issues have
been a concern in Guthrie since the mid-1980s. At the time, Jones acknowledged that many of
the downtown parking stalls are in violation of our own city code of 10 feet behind a stop sign
and 20 feet behind a cross walk.
Not much was done.
In 2010, this topic was brought up again by the City of Guthrie in a memo that noted the problem
with downtown intersection viability is due to the fact that more and more large trucks are
downtown obscuring the line of site, something they didn’t expect when the law was first passed.
Removing all the spaces in violation of our own lax ordinance would result in 62 of 402 spaces
last.
Still nothing was done.
This is an ongoing and increasing safety concern. From 2004 to 2010, Guthrie had 44 accidents
downtown. However, what’s amazing is that from January 2010 to November 2016—the same
period of time—there have been 167 accidents downtown.ii The number of accidents has
increased 370%.

We have to do something, and we can’t keep kicking the can on this issue!
According to Mike Stevenson of the City of Stillwater’s planning office, Guthrie’s ordinance of
only 10 feet behind a stop sign is an exception to most, if not all, other Oklahoma municipalities
and contrary to state statutes. This difference, Stevenson said, creates a legal liability issue
because the two laws are different.
Stevenson said the 30 feet designation was purposely set years ago to provide proper safety
mechanisms, such as “site triangles” and “line of site” as well as “stopping site distance” to
ensure motorists can see a stop sign before entering the intersection. He said that the City of
Guthrie allowing a vehicle to park only 10 feet back will likely get the city sued because a savvy
lawyer will exploit that Guthrie is different. Plus, since we are aware of it now, it is even a bigger
problem. A driver can use the “mistake in fact” defense if given a ticket for rolling a stop sign or
if in a wreck in an intersection where a truck is obstructing the line of sight.
It is our duty as Guthrie public officials to enact this rather easy change. The city charter says, in
Section 1-3, we need to remember our obligation as public officials, specifically that the “City
shall have the power [to] prevent, and summarily abate and remove nuisances; and to preserve
and enforce good government and order, to protect lives, health, and the property of the
inhabitants thereof.”

The different numbers occur in section 7. “§ 20-300 PARKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PLACES. “(7)
Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic-control signal located at the side of a
roadway, except in a parking space officially marked;” is 20 feet more permissive than Oklahoma Statues, Title 47.
Motor Vehicles Chapter 11 - Rules of the Road Section 11-1003 - Stopping, Standing or Parking Prohibited in
Specified Places (7. “Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic-control
signal located at the side of a roadway.”
i

2nd Street to Ash then from Noble to Harrison: West to East-2nd -- 2; 1st – 2; Division – 13; Wentz – 24; Broad – 5;
Ash – 3--South to North-Harrison – 18; Oklahoma – 28; Cleveland – 10; Noble – 12; Which leaves a total of 167
Accidents from 1/1/2010 to 11/30/2016-With an average of 27 accidents a year. Report by the City of Guthrie
December 2016.
ii

Oklahoma Statues, Title 47. Motor Vehicles Chapter 11 - Rules of the Road Section 11-1003 - Stopping,
Standing or Parking Prohibited in Specified Places
A. Except as otherwise provided in subsection B of this section, no person shall stop, stand or park a
vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with law or the
directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following places:
1. On a sidewalk;
2. In front of a public or private driveway;
3. Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant, or if in an area serviced by a volunteer fire department,
within thirty (30) feet of a fire hydrant if the governing body of the area so adopts by ordinance;
4. Within an intersection;
5. On a crosswalk;
6. Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;
7. Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic-control signal
located at the side of a roadway;
8. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless the authority having jurisdiction indicates a different length
by signs or marking;
9. Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;
10. Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street
opposite the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet of said entrance (when properly
signposted);
11. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing or parking
would obstruct traffic;
12. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street;
13. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway underpass;
14. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping.
B. No person engaging in the collection and disposal of solid waste or recycling material or both as a
business, pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Solid Waste Management Act, shall stop, stand or
park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with law or
the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following places:
1. On a sidewalk;
2. Within an intersection;
3. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing or parking would
obstruct traffic;

4. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway underpass; or
5. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping.
C. No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under the control of the person into any prohibited area
or away from a curb such distance as is unlawful.
Added by Laws 1961, p. 388, § 11-1003, eff. Sept. 1, 1961. Amended by Laws 1995, c. 58, § 3, eff. July 1,
1995; Laws 2011, c. 152, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2011.

Parking Downtown – 4-20-2010
Issue 1
There have been concerns expressed about impedance with the sight triangles downtown. There were
extra spaces added downtown in the late 80’s to accommodate a need for more parking, but it has
resulted in difficulties seeing around the corners. Many of these areas violate our sight triangle
requirements. The areas that are the worst are on Harrison/1st and 2nd, and Oklahoma/1st and 2nd.
Representatives from our PD and City Clerk’s office have been working to create an ordinance that gives
special exemption to the parking spaces downtown. Only 44 accidents have been reported downtown
over the past 6 years, with nearly 1600 being reported City-wide in the same time frame. The first thing
that the committee needs to do is determine if the possible solutions to the sight triangle issues are
better than the status quo. The following are options that have been presented as solutions:
Lowering the speed limit on Oklahoma and Harrison west of Division to Second– This would decrease
the speed in the area that is of primary concern. Enforcement would be easy, but it would require
putting up speed limit signs which do not currently exist.
Adding four-way stops to First and Second on Division and Harrison – This would cause traffic to stop
and therefore reduce the risk of accident. The downsides to adding the stop signs are: 1) there is the
potential to create traffic back-ups and create a hardship for those trying to back out of downtown
parking spaces; and 2) the stop signs would be difficult to see because of the same sight triangle issues
that create the visual problems in the first place. Due to the potential sight problems of the stop signs, it
is anticipated that there would be a lot of stop signs run which could increase the possibility of an
accident.
Removing all of the spaces that are in violation of the sight triangle - This would result in the reduction
of 62 out of 402 parking spaces. This would solve the visibility problem, but would take a significant
number of parking spaces out of the downtown area.
Removing the spaces in that are in violation of the sight triangle at Harrison/1st and 2nd, and
Oklahoma/1st and 2nd - this would help the visibility in the most troublesome areas but would still
remove approximately 16 spaces downtown.
Other points to be aware of:
-

Many of the buildings themselves cause visibility issues
Many of the near miss accident are also caused by the set up of the post office box placement on
Oklahoma
Removal of spaces would cause the need for repainting for handicap spaces
When the angles and number of spaces were put in place, the number of large vehicles did not exist
in as high of a volume

Issue 2
The downtown has a variety of uses that are sometimes in conflict with each other. The current
situation that is causing concern is that there is an 8am to 5pm business office with multiple employees.
These employees use the on street parking directly in front of the building rather than the many lots
that are available. This causes the spaces that are highly sought after by tourists and shops to be taken
up while the lots sit empty. This creates a hardship on the retail businesses downtown as those who are
looking to shop will go to one of the more suburban shopping centers if parking is unattainable. There is
a need to get cars who will be parked downtown for extended periods of time for work to park in the
lots situated around the area. The difficulty is finding a solution to it so that it solves the problem, but
doesn’t create new problems for tourists or shoppers. The following are some options to consider:
Put Parking Meters Back in Place – This would limit the amount of time that people would provide a
time limit on spaces unless multiple trips were made to put change in the meter. The downside is that
enforcement would be expensive, there would be visual clutter, and the meters would not only detour
long term parking, but also shoppers.
Implement time limits for on-street parking – Implementing a time limit would prohibit long term
parking throughout the day. It could be structured to only be in effect from 8 to 5 during Monday
through Friday so as not to impede weekend tourism. Enforcement would not be overly difficult, but it
would periodically be time consuming. There would still be the risk that it could dissuade shoppers from
spending extended amounts downtown.
Implement no on-street parking during certain times – Certain times could be established where no
parking is allowed. If early morning hours were established, it would force those who are coming into
work at 8:00 am (when there is little activity at the retail shops) to park in the lots. The downside would
be that workers could park in front of their office when returning from lunch. It would not be
recommended to have no parking times established in the afternoon since that is a prime time for
commerce.
Provide golf cart shuttles from lots to businesses – This could be used to encourage people to use the
lots. The downside is that it would be costly to provide the shuttles, the people who park in front of the
buildings are usually running late and this would not save time, and the lots are farther than a block or
two away from anything.
Work with Chamber to provide random drawings for prizes for those who park in the lots – This could
encourage people to park in the lots without having to enact an ordinance to deal with the problem.
The only downside is that there is no assurance for success and it would not be a definite solution.

